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Welcome to “Pinterest 101”, one of the training
modules from Community Literacy of Ontario’s
Social Media Marketing project. This project is

designed to develop resources to help Ontario’s
literacy agencies, and others, use social media

for marketing.
Click here to access our resources.

What is Pinterest?

So, just what is Pinterest? Wikipedia provides an excellent definition: “Pinterest is a pinboard-

style photo-sharing website that allows users to create and manage theme-based image
collections such as events, interests, and hobbies.”

In Community Literacy of Ontario’s survey of the social media needs and interests of Ontario’s
community literacy agencies, Pinterest was often identified as a technology that people were
very interested in learning more about. We are happy to oblige!

Pinterest is an amazing resource for enjoyment, sharing, learning, and marketing. The saying “a
picture paints a thousand words” is well-illustrated by Pinterest. People and organizations can
create boards to post, organize and share photos and videos on an infinite variety of topics.
They can also use Pinterest to showcase their work, causes, and passions. Interested
stakeholders can pin and re-pin pictures, and follow boards, people, organizations, or causes of
interest. Pinterest can be effectively used with people who prefer to learn visually.

Pinterest is both fun and easy to use. In fact, Pinterest is such a great tool, that we would
venture to say that it borders on being addictive! You can learn more about this wonderful
resource by watching this two-minute video called \What is Pinterest?
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Literacy organizations can use Pinterest in a wide variety of ways, including to promote their
services to adult learners, other service providers, their communities, donors and funders; to
raise awareness of literacy; to showcase fundraising and community events; and much more

besides.

To illustrate how Pinterest can be effectively used in literacy, Community Literacy of Ontario
created its own Pinterest account. In this module, we will walk you through the creation of a
Pinterest account using a step-by-step, highly visual process. You can find CLO’s account at:

www.pinterest.com/love4literacy/
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How do | use Pinterest?

GCF LearnFree.org offers a great online resource called Pinterest 101 that takes you through
what Pinterest is, how it works, and how to create an account.

However, in order to walk you through it, Community Literacy of Ontario set up its own
Pinterest account in order to demonstrate how to do it using a step-by-step process.

Step 1: Create Your Pinterest Account

e Start by going to Pinterest’s homepage at www.pinterest.com/.
e Pinterest will give you two choices for setting up your account: signing up with Facebook
or signing up with email:

Pinterest

Save all the stuff vou love (recipes! articles! travel ideas!) right here on Pinterest.

e You can sign up to Pinterest using either your Facebook account or your email. We
chose to sign up with email.
e We clicked the “Sign up with email” button, and the following screen appeared:

X

Sign up with Email
First Name Last Name
Email Address

Password

Canada

O Female © Male

M Let Pinterest personalize your experience
based on other sites you visit - Learn more

Are you a business? Click Here
By creating an account, | accept Pinterest's Terms of Service and
Privacy Policy.

cancel m
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e If you are setting up your Pinterest account as an individual user, you would set up your
account by filling in the personal information on the preceding page.

e However, as a nonprofit organization, CLO chose to set up its account as a business
account, so we clicked the “Are you a business?” button. This screen appeared:

Create Busmess ACCOU nt Already have an account? Convert
Business Type ‘ Choose a business type... v ‘ Can be changed later
Contact Name ‘ First Name ‘ ‘ Last Name ‘ Person managing your account
Email Address ‘ Email Address ‘
Password ‘ Password ‘ 6 characters minimum
PROFILE INFO (shown publicly)
Business Name ‘ Enter your business name ‘ How you will appear on Pinterest
Username http://pinterest.com/| Username ‘
Profile Image Upload |mage
Place
Your Logo
Here
About Enter a description for your profile
Website \ Enter your website address ex: http:/lyourwebsite.com

e Fill in the above information as requested.
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Here are a few tips we can share about setting up your account:

e Under “Business Type”, we selected “Institution/Nonprofit”.

e Under “Contact Name” and “Email Address”, we used the name and email address of
the person who is normally responsible for CLO’s social media accounts. This should be a
trusted and reliable individual who is involved with your organization on a long-term
basis and who exercises good judgement and will adhere to your organization’s social
media policy.

e To see CLO’s social media policy, just click here:
www.communityliteracyofontario.ca/about-us/social-media-policy/.

e For your Pinterest user name, pick a name that reflects your organization and mission.
We selected “LovedLiteracy” (or www.pinterest.com/love4literacy/) which expresses
our mission, but also mirrors our Twitter name for consistency. You will need to find a
unigue name; one not already in use by another organization.

e Under “About”, you have 200 characters to write a brief summary of your organization
and its mission. You can edit this description whenever you choose.

e Here is what we wrote:

‘ Community Literacy of Ontario

Community Literacy of Ontario is a network of community-based literacy agencies. We
believe in the importance of literacy., lifelong learning and community.
!
\.‘I >

o Barrie, Ontario, Canada - www.communityliteracyofont... - W . $> 7

e You will then be asked to verify your email.

Hi, Community Literacy of Ontario!

Confirm your email, and you'll be ready to pin your heart out. m

Setting up your Pinterest account is as simple as that! As suggested by Pinterest, we were now

III

ready to “pin our hearts out
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Step 2: Determine Your Account Settings

e Within your Pinterest account, go to “Settings”.

e Select the appropriate account settings for your organization.

e Select the appropriate privacy settings (for example, your desired search privacy, search
history, email notifications, etc.).

e Under “Settings”, you can decide whether you will link your Pinterest account with your
organization’s social networks (see the diagram below).

e We decided to link our Pinterest account with our Twitter account, since that helped us
to find existing connections and to allow us to simultaneously post to Pinterest and
Twitter when desired.

e You can choose to link your other social media accounts to Pinterest either during the
set-up phase or any time afterwards.

Pinterest

Social Networks

nNntconnected

Log in with Facebook No | Use your Facebook account o log in

» aCDnnectEd http:/ftwitter com/Lovedl iteracy

Log in with Twitter m Use your Twitter account to log in

ENm connected to Google+

Connect with Google+ No @ Connect to Google+

[~ Notconnected to Gmail

Connect with Gmail [ No ] Connect to Gmail

To learn more about Pinterest’s Profile and Privacy Settings, view this resource from GCF
LearnFree. It is geared towards a personal Pinterest account, but it provides a helpful overview
of issues to consider for Pinterest privacy settings.
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Step 3: Follow Boards of Interest

Next you will want to start following other boards of interest on Pinterest. There are many ways
to find great boards and we will share a few of our favourite ways to get you started.

Use the Search Function

A great way to find boards of interest is by using the search function of Pinterest.

Find Friends > ’ IT’s More THAN
@” Ooka Island 4 A "I\AERE"
Folow FACEBOOK PARTY!

 Heidi Cohen
b Folow

WordCamp Toronto
Folow . gt FUN FELLOWSHIP ‘PRIZES

You can use Pinterest’s search function to look for any topic you choose. Just type in your topic

of interest and begin your search.

However, you need to be careful to search under a category that suits your needs. There are
three search categories: Pins, Boards and Pinners. For example, if you were searching Pinterest
for the Canadian astronaut, Chris Hadfield, then:

e Pins would include any individual Pins about Chris Hadfield
e Boards would include Pinboards that have been named “Chris Hadfield”
e Pinners would be individual people (or organizations) called Chris Hadfield

Chris Hadfield (pmtepeéz

» Pins Boards Pinners

Show:

@ AllPins

) Just myPins

(2 U8 OB ci BERE . oL bl TR
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We started by searching Pinterest using the term “Education”. There were thousands of Pins
with classroom ideas, teaching resources and strategies, educational infographics, inspirational
guotations and much more. We further refined our search by entering the terms “adult basic
education”, “online teaching”, and “inspirational quotes” and found many excellent boards to
follow.

In April 2014, Pinterest introduced an enhanced way to search called “Guided Search”. Watch

this video called “Introducing Guided Search” to learn all about it.
" Community Lit...

Your Profile & Pins

Find Your Friends

Settings
To get started, click under Pinterest’s “Find Friends” feature.
) ) ) ) Analytics

If you have linked your Pinterest account to your other social media
accounts, then your Twitter or Facebook friends who are also on . .

. . . o . ” FindFriends
Pinterest will automatically appear under “Invite Friends”. Merely
click “Follow” to easily link with your pre-existing social networks. Follow Boards

Search Pinterest } : CommunityLit... | [l 7
‘ » [ Facebook W Twitter
AACLC Wellington County Learning... Brant Skills Centre The Employment and Edu... & ) Huffington Post Canada

1Pin« 1 Follower 24Pins « 3 Followers 253 Pins « 32 Followers 521 Pins « 153 Followers 56 Pins « 91 Followers

3 -
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Follow Follow Follow Follow Follow

If you have not linked to your social media accounts (or if you do not use other types of social
media), then search for your friends (individual and organizational) under the search feature
mentioned above using the category of “Pinner” (since Pinner refers to the individual or
organization who has created a Pinterest account).

And please be sure to follow the Pinterest account of Community Literacy of Ontario —we will
definitely follow you back!
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Let Pinterest Make Some Suggestions!

Letting Pinterest suggest some potential boards for you to follow is another way to find boards
of interest. To get started, just click on “Follow Boards” from your Pinterest home page.

‘ Community Lit...

Your Profile & Pins
Settings

Analytics

FindFriends

Follow Boards «

The “Follow boards you love” screen will appear.

Follow boards you love

Visit your home feed to see the latest pins from the boards you follow.

Poke around the interests on the left to find boards to follow.

Al ity Doormats by Mohaw... | Wood Working Craft Ideas
Carol Lewin 3 Laura Simmons Mcc

Design ‘ Mohawk Home

DIY & Crafts
Food & Drink
Home Decor
Humor
Photography

Travel

Few topics related to literacy appeared under the initial screen of “Follow boards you love”, so
we clicked “More Interests”.
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Under the “More Interests” tab, several interesting topics appeared, such as “Education”.

Follow boards you love

Visit your home feed to see the latest pins from the boards you follow.

Poke around the interests on the left to find boards to follow.

commom core ucation
Educati
PN Tawana Berens Jinell Brittany

Featured

Art P~
Design %

DIY & Crafts

commoncore
Jane Lane

FOTILION TNE FOVIETTD)

= e ot o pted oo e 3 gy g vy by e

Food & Drink

Home Decor

Humor

Photography

Travel ! — | : = Br=0
.
Animals

Architecture
i Educational Resourc... Speech and Languag... Foreign Language fo...
E Christian HOMESCHOO... Elizabeth Elmer 48l Deb @ Living Montesso...

Celebrities
— i

We scrolled through Pinterest’s “Education” category and found several interesting boards to
follow. Following a board is as simple as clicking the red “Follow” button! Should you change
your mind at a later date, you can unfollow any board you choose, just by clicking “Unfollow”.

Cars & Motorcycles

l““g eLearning Infographics Game-Based Learning.

2 Juan Antonio Ortiz

-

CRUNMINUITENIT LL AT S TT

457t HHOMESCHOOES

#ELEARNING

" KoL EARNIN
:#MLEARNING#CPBHT

e al™
Unfollow «
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Learn from Others

As you find boards and Pinners with pictures you value, click on who they are following for
ideas. For example, CLO admires the work of GCF LearnFree so we visited their site, clicked
under “Following”, and found several great boards to follow.

Search @w ": Community Lit...
Pins from:
GCFLearnFree o
= i
The freedom to learn what you want, when you want, absolutely free Cindy Murphy
; 3 Salvagente
)\! Q Eastern NC -www.gcﬂearnfree.crga -y | ‘ Conor Cusack

11 Boards 6,180 Pins 2,201 Likes Unfollow All -4 SendProfile 4,864 Followers 11,983 Following

Great Free Tutorials Education eLearning Trends Technology Literacy

-~ Te/achér's'
/gu pply Box

for

Backato _Schaoof

1,078 Pins

Let Pinterest Show You the Way Hi Gommunity Literacy of Ontario,
As you follow boards and add Pins, Pinterest Your latest Pin picks

will suggest similar Pins and boards for you
to follow, based on your interests.

As well, Pinterest will send you a weekly

email with their suggestions for new boards
you might like to follow, based on the types
of boards you are already following. If you

don’t want to receive these suggestions from

Pinterest, you can easily unsubscribe from T !““‘ o s
¥ HAT | AM LOVED
amd | am ENOUGH!

so true!

these emails.
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Step 4: Create Some Boards

Next you can have fun creating boards for your Pinterest account! To create your first board,
click on the “Get Started” button. The following screen will appear. Click on “Create a board”.

Search Pinterest \

! Community Literacy of Ontario

Community Literacy of Ontario is a network of community-based literacy agencies. We
believe in the importance literacy, lifelong learning and community.

Q Barrie, Ontario, Canada - www.communityliteracyofont... 7

Get Started 0 Boards 0Pins 0Likes -4 SendProfile

Welcome to your business account!

» @ & A

Tell your story Help people discover Spread the word Track what works
Create pins and boards that The more people pin your stuff, Pinners love finding their favorite Verify your domain to let
showcase your brand's products, the more discoverable itis on businesses and brands on everyone know your website is
personality and values. Pinterest Pinterest. yours.

Readour best practices guide Make iteasy for people to pin Tell your admirers on other Verified accounts can use
to learn more from your website with a Pin It networks to pin with you using analytics to see how people pi
button the Follow me' button. your stuff.
Create a board Install Pin It button Get 'Follow me' Verify your website
dismiss dismiss dismiss dismiss

Next, the “Create a Board” screen will appear. Simply fill out all of the required information and
click “Create Board”. Be sure to choose a clear and concise name for your board and write a

helpful and engaging description of the content.

Create a Board X
Name* ex: For the Home
Description Add a short description to your board

Category Choose a category E
Add a map? No
Secret No Leam more

Cancel Create Board
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It was tempting to randomly create interesting boards from all of the wonderful pictures and
resources available on Pinterest. However, we chose, instead, to develop CLO’s goals for using
Pinterest. You could also link your goals to your organization’s communications, marketing, and
social media strategies (if available). Be sure to keep in mind that you can easily add new

boards and Pins, delete or rename boards, and delete, rename or move Pins to other boards.

In the end, our goals for CLO’s Pinterest account are to:

1. Promote CLO

Promote community-based literacy programs

Promote adult literacy and learning

Share learning resources

Promote our “Love Letters to Literacy” campaign

Share resources from CLO’s “Social Media Marketing” project
Promote our Amazon Kindle e-books

Share some literacy humour

NV AEWN

Based on these goals, here are some of the boards we created for Community Literacy of

Ontario:
N H H H Pins from:
‘ Community Literacy of Ontario
GCommunity Literacy of Ontario is a network of community-based literacy agencies. We w Spaci
believe in the importance of literacy, lifelong learning and community. ol
N 1 1 ‘ & ‘ GCFLearnFree
&1’ —»
©Q Barrie, Ontario, Canada - www.communityliteracyofont... - 3 - <> 7/ ER Amanda Patterson
Get Started 17 Boards 641 Pins OLikes -4 SendProfile 78 Followers 220 Following

About CLO Literacy - Why it Matters Ontario's Literacy Agencies:... Love Letters to Literacy

o SHiEY' =

L
| 17pirs |

e | R k=g

Edit

Create a board

S —
’ . orac
= a)

Edit Edit

Courage to Learn Literacy Humour

Siccn i not i), foikre i vof folal
if i fhe Courage fo confine fhof coents

Social Media Marketing
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Each board will need a name and a description. Here is the name and description of our “Love
Letters to Literacy” board:

. N
Search @"lte’leél' ' ¢ Community Lit...

Love Letters to Literacy

Community Literacy of Ontario will be celebrating our 20th anniversary with our “Love
Letters to Literacy” campaign. This campaign will honour the power, passion and impact of
community-based literacy! www.communityliteracyofontario.ca/love-letters/

3 .
' « Community Literacy of Ontario Edit Board - SendBoard 21Pins 33 Followers

Each of your boards will have a board cover (the picture Love Letters to Literacy
people will see when they look at your board). Bright and
engaging images are ideal as covers, since they are more
likely to quickly engage people in your board. Here’s is the
cover for CLO’s Love Letters to Literacy board.

Pinterest automatically selects the first picture you post as
your board cover. However, you can easily select any picture
to serve as your cover. Merely move the mouse over your

board and click on the “change cover” option that
automatically appears. Scroll through the various pictures Edit

within your board and select your favourite one as the
cover. Literacy - Why it Matters

b gleesige

. "',lr il‘-’.‘» 77
You can add and delete boards at any time. For example, as ~ [£4/LE4 717,

-
we added Pins to our “Learning Resources” board, we found =
that we needed to create a new board which we called “Job

Search Resources”.

Watch this valuable 2-minute video from VideoJug to learn
how to make a board on Pinterest. This video will walk you
through all of the steps to creating awesome boards
yourself.
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Step 5: Add Some Pins

Once you have developed some boards (and remember, more boards can be added at any time,
or existing boards can be deleted or renamed) you can start adding Pins. Pins can be pictures or
videos. You can pin your own images, and you can easily add images created by others that you
find on the web or on Pinterest. Pins can be deleted or moved to different boards at any time.
You can also edit or change the description of your Pins at any time. Pins can be posted to
multiple boards if desired.

To get started, click on the board where you would like to add a new Pin. Click on “Add a Pin”.

Edit Board -4 SendBoard

)
' « Community Literacy of Ontario

Qo i
At

CLO has a social enterprise called

N\ \ = 3 P
3 N - N s
5 Practika Leaming. We sell SN
== webinars, workshops, e-books and
print books S
Add a Pin 3
Pinned from We are lucky that our office is

And here's Ollie Owl, he’s CLO's

#literacy mascot and social media located right near Kem penfelt Bay.
guru. Plus, he loves reading! in Barrie, Ontario, Ganada. Look at
this beautiful picture of the Rotary
Fountain!

Pinned from

Pinned from

Community Lidd
; > Qo i
Core Valtié $ oo

The following screen will appear. You can easily add Pins from the web, your computer, or
directly from Pinterest by following the simple system prompts from Pinterest.

Add a Pin from

The web Your computer Pinterest

Community Literacy of Ontario .é( ‘m
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If you are uploading a pin from your own computer, be sure to write a clear description of it. In
this example, CLO is adding a Pin to its “Literacy — Why It Matters” board. Under “Source”, we
made sure to include our website as well.

Board Literacy - Why it Matters =

Description

_ _ / rfz}z_q' o pz;;z‘zm:a
Here are 20 economic and social reasons why tﬁf‘ :
#literacy matters - /

Source » hitp:/fwww. communityliteracyofontario ca/

You can view the Pins from people you follow and add Pins
from their boards. Anytime you find a Pin that you would like
to add to your own board, just click the red “Pin it” button. It
really is that easy!

Pinterest will then ask you to pick one of your boards to pin the
image to. You can use the description written by the original HUPE SAYS

Pinner, or you can develop your own. TRY’“NEMUR[ TIME

. Literacy —
#~ why it matters]

| Pick a board
[
Board Learning Resources -
Description
| s
Place Add location to this Pin

|| Post to Twitter Close

Community Literacy of Ontario ‘l' A‘.
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Try to only use good quality images and ensure that each Pin has a clear, grammatically correct

description that suits your organization’s needs and reflects well on your professionalism. Don’t
use vague descriptions like “nice picture” but rather write a more helpful description such as

“useful resource for teaching math”.

Some people include Hashtags in the description, since they are searchable in Pinterest.
Hashags (the symbol # in front of a word) are a way to quickly make a topic easier to find.

Hashtags are widely used on Twitter and you can learn more about them in CLO’s Twitter 101

module. For more information on Hashtags for Pinterest read “Tips for Using Hashtags on

Pinterest”.

As you begin pinning, based on your selections,

Pinterest will suggest other Pins, boards and Pinners

where you can find images of interest. To add
variety and lead you to new sources, check your
weekly email from Pinterest for their suggested list
of new “Pin picks” that you might like to follow,
based on the types of boards and Pins you have
already chosen.

In our experience, beautiful pictures, infographics,
meaningful quotes and practical videos seem to be
extremely popular images on Pinterest. However,
most importantly, pin images that reflect your
organization’s values, mission and goals. And, it is
more than okay to have a bit of fun besides!

Happy pinning!

Community Literacy of Ontario

www.communityliteracyofontario.ca/social-media-marketing
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Resources to Learn More about Pinterest

e How to Get Your Nonprofit Started on Pinterest (via NP Tech for Good)

o With all the buzz about Pinterest, this comprehensive “how to” tutorial will have your
nonprofit up and pinning away in no time, thanks to the sound advice from early
adopters such as the National Wildlife Federation, Amnesty International, and
Water.org, among others.

e 10 Pinterest Best Practices for Nonprofits (via NP Tech for Good)
o Non Profit Tech for Good’s article encourages you to apply 10 Pinterest best practices to
help increase engagement using images rather than text to communicate.

e Must-follow Nonprofits on Pinterest (via NP Tech for Good)
o Showcases 11 nonprofits that were successful early adopters of Pinterest.

e 10 Strategies for Non-Profits on Pinterest (via Mashable)
o Shares helpful tips from nonprofits who are already effectively using Pinterest.

e Why | Love Pinterest and Non-profits Should Too (via Social Velocity)
o Explains the power of Pinterest and why nonprofits are a natural fit with this type of
social media.

e 12 Ways to Use Pinterest for Your Non-profit (via John Haydon)
o Shares ideas on how to use Pinterest, and how to create effective boards and Pins. It
also showcases several nonprofits who are particularly effective on Pinterest.

e The Pinterest for Business Guide (via Pinterest)
o Download this excellent guide for tips, tricks and best practices on using Pinterest as a
business or nonprofit organization.

e Pinterest 101 Tutorial (via GCF Learn Free)
o Takes you through what Pinterest is, how it works, its popularity, how to create an
account, and how to use it “on the go” with mobile devices.
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e ——— 80 Bradford Street, Suite 508, Barrie, Ontario L4N 6S7
COMMUNITY L|TERACY) EMAIL info@communityliteracyofontario.ca
OF ONTARIO TEL 705-733-2312 | WEBSITE www.communityliteracyofontario.ca

TWITTER @Love4Literacy | FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/CommunityLiteracyOntario
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You can connect with Community Literacy of Ontario on:

e Twitter: @Love4Lliteracy

Facebook: www.facebook.com/CommunityLiteracyOntario

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/community-literacy-of-ontario

Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/love4literacy/

Instagram: love4literacy

Community Literacy of Ontario .é( ‘m
www.communityliteracyofontario.ca/social-media-marketing A


https://twitter.com/JoanneKaattari
http://www.communityliteracyofontario.ca/
http://otf.ca/en/index.asp
https://twitter.com/Love4Literacy
http://www.facebook.com/CommunityLiteracyOntario
http://www.linkedin.com/company/community-literacy-of-ontario
http://www.pinterest.com/love4literacy/
http://instagram.com/love4literacy

